FRMBHEFANWES RSO GEINIEDBAN . re k-'-zzi'; 2, 1991°

".adane chairperson Mrs. Irene Daes, r.szcers of the ,(cr¢iivg griup,

rspresentalives and fellow delegates cf indigenous peoples.

In behalf of -he Cordillera Peeples Alliance, a federation of
indigenous peoples organizations in the Cordillera region, Northern.
Philippines and «ester of WARP( the national federation of indigenous
peoples organizations in the Philippines). | am here to present

cur szs.te~er.t on cur e;cperience as indigenous peoples in a neo-colonial
society like the Philippines over the past year.

Thru this '3n3.zi.Tj5, we hope to further enrich the collective efforts
and further encourage the vigilance of all indigenous peoples in the

participation to 3etting standards for indigenous peoples righzs for all to
respect and observe.

The ~ost urgent and pressing issue confronting the Cordillera peoples now
and most indigenous peoples in the Philippines is ethnocide and development
aggression -JSjreal bombings, straffing and massive militarization

of indigenous peoples territories lay state forces.

The Cordillera alaiLg with, the island of Negros and Mindanao has been
Tjicked-out as the sain targets of the Aquino govemaenta”™TOTAL WAR
POLICY and strategy which aims to defeat-insurgency problem cefore the
end of the year 1992.

This brutal war policy is seen not only as a simple attempt to quell
the insurgency but aore significantly as a move to facillitate the
exploitation of the resource base of the Cordillera andTeilr;)'digenous
peoples ancestral domain of the Lunad-Mindanaw.

ny region the Cordillera, the aassive exploitation of the
Cordillera forest, mineral, hydrological and human resources have
caused environmental degradation, forced displacements and Vh&/

economic marginalisation. of the people.



Jerdi sta v3*sr_" «e«2

Tears o: corruption irmismanagement ox stata affairs have -asr.ec. the
Aquino government to ailcvr passive and extractive development projects

in order to pay its foreign deo— —~hich amounts to 29,Sbillicn dollars."™

V'e see the governments' Total War Policy as a last ditch attempt to
insure that its development 3cheme wvrould push through at all costs”"
The ground and air operations—jof combined elements of the Philippine
National Police, Armed Forces of the Philippines, government
supported civilian armed units and vigilantes as the CAFGU and the
C?LA in the 3 of the 5 provinces in the Cordillera and 14 out of

the 13 provinces in Mindanao affecting around 22 ethno-inguistic
groups of indigenous peoples in the Philippines has resulted in

the following;

1. The violation*of indigenous peoples collective rights to their
ancestral demain and the right to ainke use of their resources, their
traditional source of _livelihood for their development and the
development of the t\JN#glgbetr_ Filipino peoples as —Werl,jby big mining,
logging and other big development operations tith the help of the armed
forces.

2. Environmental destruction as exemplified by massive oapen—pit mining operaii
tiens, the burning of hundred of hectares of reforestation projects of
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources by the military

in their attempt to daprive the enemy of hiding places. The poisoning
of water sources by dropping bombs in livers and streams in the areas,
lie massive denudation of Mt. Apo“ a UN recognized National Parka and
equivalent reserves, the highest mountain of the land and the sacred
mountain of indigenous peoples groupsj'in favor of building a massive
geothermal plant that —will not directly benefit the majority of peoples

in the areaT]j

3. Sexual abuse of women and Tlcawa rights by military elements in
indigenous peoples villages Ousaag aili—tasy agoga™~ona, and the use of
children as human shields during shooting encounters with the enemy.

This “as been documented in Kalinga and Abra early this year.

4. The disruption of education as the schools are used as dataccatants,
the teachers and school children are terrorized and traumatizad by
the bombings, mortar shellings and indiscriminate flring«*jnl i

Cne such incident of a victim of indiscriminate firing and fatal

mounding of a young boy gathering firewood was in Sagada, Moutain



Cordi statement

.—rcvirse — June 12 o: -~ri3 year.(The Trea—er.T ar.c. csnper.saTicr. ~oO
zr—~ -~ =—i The :ov has no— v®t ;eer. river, ir.spite si appeals irsm

zre villa*s ird tour. councils.)

5. Destruction and theft .si z si zre peoples material and cultural heirlscns

izporTar.T to the people) cultural ider.TITy as disTir.cT peoples.

3. disruption oi economic activities oi mole villajes ir. mlitarized
areas Thich is causing serious iocd shortages. The destructico oi agri-
cultural fams and orchards cus to borbings and fires. -rd The prever,tien
oi The people to harvest ard 7rori£ in their fields.

jocuner.Tad ar.d significar.": is the forced Takeover oi the ccnnunil s5o0ld
nir.e areas oi the indigenous peoples of Balbalan, Kalinga. The

inpoaitior. of food, medicine and economic blockades by military check-
points.

7. The restriction oi the nobility of the people in the communities

and deprivation of basic services to the communities such as health

services because of the military operations.

3. Forced declination of indigenous peoples communities Those survival

ia necessary for cultural continuity.

ive appeal to all here to support our campaign to stop the Total War
policy that is causing the death and destruction of indigenous peoples,
>p.—. . e also reiterate our appeal in 1989 for urgent action
and recall the provision by the independent commission on International
Humanitarian, issues stating;

"Recourse procedures oust be established tithin The TUr to examine threats to
the Tell-being survival of the indigenous peoples, ¢n international
ombudsman under the UlTaaegis could help monitor such situations and
report to the General Assembly and Secretary General all crisis situations
affecting indigenous peoples such as conflicts, forced relocations,
ethnocide and genocide.’1

,/e also hope that the Working group for indigenous populations Tould
continue to be a forum in the Uil for indigenous peoples issues in
relation to the implementation of the standards that Till hopefully

be set.

Tie also state our support for the proposal to hold the next meeting

of the iVorking group for indigenous populations in ifanila next year

so thi3d forum nay be brought nearer to Asia There majority if

indigenous peoples groups found in The Asia—pacific area Till

find nore accessible and may thi3 opportinity give them a chance to

rarticipata in These deliberations a3 a people.

Thans ‘'ftou and mabuhay/



